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CHINA FLOOD

I. Chinese Communists now admit flood
damagze amounts to major disaster.
A. Before, insisted things under
control, damage slight.
B. Now admit 6% China's cultivated
land flooded--this some 23,000
square mlles, nearly size

Indiana.

)

Most in rice-rich Central
China; normally grows over
19% China's food.
I1. Peiping genuinely surprised.

A. Fooled by temporary Yangtze

droy at Hankow--late July.

o

Approved TL%&WW&ALOO3000SOOZZ-5
) & # * 4 e 2 3 P T ] i _— e

25X1




25X1

iv.

pp‘zroveT For Release 2004/01/15 : CIA-RDP79R00890A0

But river rose again: by 10
“August, all-time record
height--57 feet (previous

hich, ¥h 1931 flood, 53-1/2

h0300050022-5
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1221 flo~d wnrst in modern Chinese

history.
a. Affected an area of 95,000
square miles: did Us $1.3

nillion damage.

B. Washed out millions in cities,

also 25 million farmers.
Present f{ood purchases abroad

insufficient to meet disaster.
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“Mbreo%éfg Peiping commltteéi

export 4?0 QOO tonq rlce tr

960 Ueu

Cmy‘on {or rubber
tons to USE%R
V. Peiping's public admlasxon floed

damage sugests might now,welcome

foreion rolief.

C. Soviet aid likely: Pravda
first noted flood on 9
Auvust.

5, Péipsne's prestige in Orbit,
<ino-soviet "friendship"

ma e -esture necessary.
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ifso preéedenf fo%1C6mmugiStﬁ%r'“
acceptanée Western feiié}.‘
_A. Last Cermany, Hunggry hav%
| accepted Uérfloodf%élief,
Rumania politely décfined,
Czechpsiovakiaihés'not replied.;i_
Hungary also §§é§§§é& Dutch
offer of 50,000 ggilders
02 $13.000) . |

B. East Cerman propggéndafplays

acceptance of US offéf;as;
expression policy éf;
”furthering...internafional
understanding." |
Peiping's position more awkward re
possible US offer.
A. Has always denied possibility-

of "genuine friendly aid"
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heavily on anti-American
propaganda than do baté&litesﬁ 

Would certainly prefer aid from -

Orbit, Asian "neutrals" or

Other reccognizing states.
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